COACHES’ CODE OF CONDUCT

Basketball is intended to be a recreational activity for enjoyment and health. This code of conduct has
been developed by Basketball Victoria to give participants some guide to the expectations it has on
those participants. It is intended to assist everyone to obtain the maximum benefit and enjoyment from
their involvement in basketball. As a result, the quality of participation will be improved so people are
more likely to start and continue their involvement in basketball. Enjoy!!
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All players need and deserve reasonable court time. Avoid over-playing the talented players. It is
unfair to both them and those who are not so talented. Players cannot improve without the
opportunity of a reasonable amount of match practice. Talented players can burn out. Having no
or little time in court can cause players to suffer from morale problems and they can lose interest in
the sport altogether.

Develop team respect for the ability of opponents including their coaches.

Part of participation in sport is respect for all participants in the game. Encourage your players to
accept that their opponents are entitled to proper courtesy. This means introducing themselves to
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their opponents on court, congratulating them whether they win or lose and accepting loss
gracefully. Teach them that the opposition coach is there trying to do the best for their team and is
also entitled to respect.

6. Instil in your players respect for officials and an acceptance of their judgement.

Players should be taught to understand that officials have a very difficult task to perform and that
without them games could not be played. They are there to enforce the rules of play but they
cannot always be right. Teach your players to accept bad calls graciously. Abuse of referees is
unacceptable behaviour that should not be tolerated. Players who consistently dispute decisions or
do not accept bad decisions shot for counselling and guidance.
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10. Be prepared to lose sometimes.

Everyone wins and loses at some time. Be a fair winner and a good loser. Disappointment at
losing is natural, but it should not be obvious to the point of being unpleasant for others. Just as
unpleasant can be the boastful winner. Recognise that even in defeat, the loser has achieved
something, just by playing. Not everything in life can be a winning situation. Losing can be an
important learning experience for your wider life goals. Guide your players to accept a loss in this
spirit.

11. Act responsibly when players are ill or injured.
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Show concern and take responsibility for players who are sick or injured whilst under your care.
Follow the advice of a physician when determining when an injured or ill player is ready to
recommence play. If a player is injured on court, make sure that there is no danger of further
aggravation of the injury by prompt removal of the player if this is appropriate. Qualify yourself to
administer first aid so that you can recognise the seriousness of an injury or illness and act
accordingly.

As well as imparting knowledge and skills, promote desirable personal and social behaviours.
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Facilities and equipment cost money and will only function properly if kept in good order. Ensure
that you and your players do not abuse anything provided for use. Discourage players from
hanging off hoops or “slam dunking”. Quite properly, these practices are banned in most venues.
Not only can equipment be damaged but serious injury can occur.
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